Ancient Egypt Study Notes
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Geography

The Nile River flows from south to north.

Egyptians refer to the Nile river as “the giver of life.”

The Nile River has 6 natural cataracts or waterfalls.

The Sahara Desert is located in the northern portion of Africa and covers over 3,500,000 square miles. 

A few times a year, the area receives heavy rains.  These rains make the Nile overflow.  Once the rains let up, the ancient Egyptians would plant seeds and grow crops in the fertile soil. 

Ancient Egyptians grew many different kinds of crops in the Nile River Valley.  They grew vegetables, wheat, and papyrus. Papyrus is a kind of plant that was used to make paper. 

The Egyptian people relied on the annual flooding of the Nile River to leave soil for growing crops. 

The Aswan Dam took 10 years and $1 billion to build. 

Advantages: it provides huge amounts of electrical power, provides water for agriculture, and supports the fishing industry.

The famous Suez canal, separates the African continent from Asia, cuts through Egypt. 

It took 1.5 million people and 10 years to build.

Egyptian Hieroglyphs
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Over 5000 years ago, the ancient Egyptians wrote things down using a picture writing called hieroglyphics. The people who did the actual writing were called scribes. 

The scribes had a problem. The ancient Egyptians wrote everything down, absolutely everything! Although hieroglyphics were very pretty, it took time to write in pictures. 

Scribes needed a faster way to write things down. They created a new form of writing called Demotic script. 
Hundreds of years later, archaeologists discovered beautiful hieroglyphic writing on the walls of ancient Egyptian pyramids and tombs. 

The archaeologists had a problem. They knew hieroglyphics had meanings. Although lots of archaeologists could read Demotic script, there was no one left in the world who remembered what the ancient hieroglyphics meant. 

The Rosetta Stone
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This stone had the same short story written on it in Greek, in Demotic, and in hieroglyphics. 

Yet on it lay the clue to breaking a code that baffled scholars for centuries: Egyptian hieroglyphs.

Three Kingdoms

Many dynasties ruled Egypt over more than 3,000 years. 

Historians divide the dynasties into three periods: the Old Kingdom, the Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom. 
The Old Kingdom was known as the “pyramid age.”

The Middle Kingdom is also known as Egypt’s Golden Years due to how trade, literature, and the arts flourished.

During the New Kingdom the pharaohs were buried in the Valley of the Kings.
The Egyptian Empire reached its greatest size during The New Kingdom.

The Two Lands & King Menes

Around 3000 BCE, King Narmer conquered Lower Egypt. These two groups continued to fight. One day, King Menes had an idea. If the color of a crown was so important, why not invent a new crown?! King Menes created the Double Crown, a mix of white and red. 

Vocabulary words

· Pharaohs – a king of ancient Egypt

· Cataracts- a large waterfall.
· Mummification- to transform (a dead body) into a mummy by embalming and drying.

· Hieroglyphics - a type of writing, esp. one used by the ancient Egyptians, that uses pictorial symbols to represent words or sounds.

· Vizier - a high state official ( chief advisor) in Egyptian government. 

· Dynasty - a succession, lasting several generations, of rulers from the same family or group.

· Book of the Dead – not an actual book but rather magical spells that ancient Egyptians used to guide them in the afterlife.
· Diplomacy - Relations between countries.

· Civil-War - War between two-groups in the same place.

Ancient Egyptians were polytheists (believed in many gods).
Egyptians used the name pharaoh ( great house) to describe the palace of the king.

By the middle of this dynasty the meaning changed, and referred to the King or emperor of Egypt.

Egyptians believed that their pharaohs descended from the gods.

The most powerful person in ancient Egypt was the pharaoh. The pharaoh was the political and religious leader of the Egyptian people, holding the titles: 'Lord of the Two Lands' and 'High Priest of Every Temple'.

Egyptians considered the kings of the Old Kingdom to be living gods.

The vizier (vuh-ZIR) or chief advisers, carried out the king’s orders.

The Old Kingdom is known as the “The Pyramid Age” ….Pharaohs were buried in pyramids ONLY during this time in history. 

Pyramids were too easy to spot and much easier to rob than a hidden tomb! 
The age of the first ancient wonders of the world began with the pyramids of Khufu, he built three pyramids and may have had a hand in others.

Obelisk - The ancient Egyptians believed if you did not have your name written down somewhere, that after your death, you would disappear. 

The ancient Egyptians believed in an afterlife. The afterlife was a heavenly place, complete with a heavenly Nile River. The ancient Egyptians called this heavenly place the land of the Two Fields

Just dying would not get to you the land of the Two Fields. You had to earn a place in Ra's boat. To board Ra's boat, your heart had to be light. 

To keep your heart light, the ancient Egyptians believed you had to spend a lifetime doing good deeds. 

The ancient Egyptians believed that if their heart was light, after their death, they would climb in Ra's boat and travel to their afterlife. 

Mummies
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The best way the ancient Egyptians knew how to preserve a body was to mummify it. 

The poor placed the bodies of their dead relatives out in the sun, in the desert sand. The bodies mummified naturally.

The body was the most important thing the Egyptians needed to attain the afterlife.

Canopic jars 
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The body's internal organs were carefully stored in these jars. 

The ancient Egyptians believed that everyone had a soul. They called the soul by two names - the Ba and the Ka. 

Egyptian Cats

The ancient Egyptians believed that cats had magical powers. They believed cats protected their homes and children from danger. They kept a cat for protection. 

WOMEN  WHO REIGNED AS PHARAOHS
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Hatshepsut was a woman who became one of Egypt's most powerful Pharaohs.

Queen Hatshepsut reigned over Egypt for more than 20 years. She served as queen alongside her husband, Thutmose II, but after his death claimed the role of pharaoh. 

Egyptian Gods
Anubis was the god of embalming and the dead. 
Egyptians believed that Anubis watched over the dead. 

Osiris was the god of the dead, and ruler of the underworld. 

Ra was the sun god. He was the most important god of the ancient Egyptians. 
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